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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

February 8, 2018 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Karen Simmon at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Present:  Karen Simmon, Scott Herron, Deborah Chipman, Mark Brejcha, Megan 

Eppley, John Sparks 

 

Absent:  Brandy Hurst, Margaret Maynard, Jason Kostecki  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director    

 Simone Smith-Politz, Board Secretary  

 

MINUTES:   

Motion by Mark Brejcha, seconded by Megan Eppley, to approve the minutes from 

August 17, 2017, November 9, 2017, and January 11, 2018 as presented.  Motion 

passed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

CIP: 

Heather reported city staff recently met with the Planning Commission to review the 

Capital Improvement Plans (CIPs) for the 2018-2019 fiscal year.  After going through 

moneys available, things are looking good for parks projects.  A CIP for downtown trees 

which have twinkle lights was submitted 2 years ago.  Things are looking successful for 

funding for the project which will cost around $11,000. 

 

The Fitness Park at Triangle Park was also a part of the recent CIP discussion.  City staff 

and Spectrum Health staff will be presenting the concept to the Rotary Club of Big 

Rapids.  With these entities on board, fundraising can begin. 

 

The Community Pool is in need of remarcite.  Currently there is approximately $25,000 

set aside for this project. 

 

Heather reported there are other projects, including the tennis courts, that do not appear to 

be getting any revenues toward them.  Mark Brejcha inquired if this also includes 
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pickleball courts.  Heather confirmed they are one in the same.  She was contacted by 

Gary Lennon with the Big Rapids Pickleball Club who have been allowed to play during 

the summer at FSU Racquet Facility.  Scott asked for clarification regarding the funds for 

the pool, and whether those funds can be re-allocated, possibly to the tennis courts.  

Heather confirmed once the money is allocated it stays there.  Karen Simmon asked 

about the cost to redo the tennis courts.  Heather advised it is approximately $25,000 per 

court.  There are 4 courts, so the cost would be around $100,000; not including fencing 

and stripes, just the asphalt.   

 

Mark asked if there was a way to split the cost of the twinkle light project with the DBA.  

Heather explained the DBA captures their funds through the DDA where the tax revenue 

is collected so they are already contributing to the cost. 

 

Karen inquired as to how much was set aside to the Triangle Park project.  Heather stated 

it would be approximately $14,000 that the City would contribute to the cost of the 

construction phase.  Karen said the cost of the Triangle Park project plus the cost of the 

twinkle lights would cover the cost of a tennis court.  Heather explained it is the Planning 

Commission with the committee who determines where the funds get allocated. 

 

Robert Barnum: 

The Park Board reviewed the piece of artwork which was proposed by Robert Barnum to 

be placed at the Dog Park.  They discussed potential locations to place the piece within 

the park property.  Scott Herron asked Robert Barnum, who was present at the meeting, 

about a dedication or informational plaque to go along with the sculpture.  Robert said the 

plaque has not been designed yet but there is intention to have one made.  Scott inquired 

about the plaques for existing artwork and who incurs the cost.  Heather said all the 

pieces of art that are in the parks originally had a plaque to go along with it, with the cost 

being incurred by the City.  Mark Brejcha said he would like to something informational 

about ARC to go along with the sculpture. 

 

Motion by Megan Eppley, seconded by Scott Herron, to allow for a sculpture be located 

within the Dog Park property.  Motion Passed. 

 

John Sparks expressed concern that Robert Barnum’s artwork may have reached it’s limit 

in Big Rapids.  The city is becoming overwhelmed by the sculptures; not in sense of cost, 

but the quantity of Barnum’s art pieces. 

 

The Board reviewed the proposed location for Robert Barnum’s “Big Rapids Sports 

Sculpture” to be placed at Gravel Pit Park.  Megan Eppley asked if there were other 

locations owned by the City where the sculpture could be placed.  Heather explained this 

was the only City property which the City Manager directed Robert to consider along M-

20.  There was a discussion regarding several alternate locations, as the location at Gravel 

Pit Park is not ideal. 

 

Motion by Scott Herron, seconded by Mark Brejcha, to not approve the location of 

Gravel Pit park for the proposed sculpture.  Motion Passed. 

 

Citizen Recognition:  

Heather asked the Board to consider who they would like to nominate for the Citizen 

Recognition Award.  This can be an individual or a group/organization who has 
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volunteered to the park system to benefit the community. In the upcoming months the 

Board will vote on who will receive the award and then a tree will be planted on the 

recipient’s behalf in one of the parks. 

 

STAFF REPORTS:   

None. 

 

Special Events: 

None. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

Scott Herron explained he spoke with Chris Jane regarding an update on the Skate Park.  

Along with that conversation it was brought up the idea of having a “Bouldering” or free-

climbing area near the potential Skate Park or possibly Triangle Park. 

 

Heather updated the Board on the hiring of a new Recreation Coordinator for the City.  

This person would handle recreation, DBA, and the Farmer’s Market.   

 

Heather gave an update on the progress with the Mitchell Creek Park improvement 

timeline.  The decision was made among City staff to waive the pavilion reservation fees 

until August and re-evaluate at that time. 

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be March 8, 2018 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 

 

Simone Smith-Politz 

Board Secretary 


